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To the Right Worſhipful, and my Honored Ma- 
ſters, the Juſtices of the Peace for the County of 
DEV O MN. 


S Fuſtice is the common preſerver of Human $0- 

NY ciety, of Order, Peace, and Commerce, conſiſt- 

ing of thoſe two general parts, Preventing and Pumiſh- . 

 1ng; ſo the firſt is the chief and more noble part thereof : 
T hat not only nips Vice in its Bud and Bloſſom, but ſo re- 
fines its Natural Soil, that its very Source becomes to be 
obſtruted, and its Progrels prevented ; neither are the 
miſchiefs few or inconſiderable, where this firſt branch 
hath nct its due and wiſhed effefts. Thoſe who are not 
employed in duly diſcharging what properly belongs to 
their Places and callings, ſoon becoming diſſolute, follow- 
ing the wild mazes of their Wills and Paſſions ; bence 
ariſe ſwarms of Mutineers and Levellers, the loud noiſe 
for Liberty and Property,tho the invading that of others 
z only aimed at. 

The Prefaces of ſeveral Laws obſerve it as too common, 
That they who lay aſide their Lawful Trades and Employ- 
ments, do thereupon betake themſelves to the taking, kil- 
ling, and ſtealing of Game, appropriated to the King, 
Noblemen, Gentlemen, &c. And common Experience 
ſhews that ſuch takers ſeldom confine themſelves to the 

breach of Laws for preſerving Game, but having gone 
over thoſe bounds and limits,beyondwhich they may not in- © 
F 8 It nocently 
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nocently paſs, are in a ſhort time dextrous in other Pil. 
frings, And did not the diligence of Magiſtrates, and 
their often puniſhing ſuch looſe Perſons, prevent them 
from ating bare-faced, they would ſoon in no leſs mea- 
fare than the Goths and Vandals of 014, and the 
Waſtcotcers of /ate, be a terror to all People. 

It has been an aſperſion unjuſtly caſt on the Statutes 
of the 43 Eliz. for Relict of Poor, That the Law hath 
made multitudes idle and careleſs: And that allowin 
them a Refuge for Relief from their Pariſhes, hath cauſ- 
ed them the leſs to provide for themſelves. Indeed, by 
that Law the Pariſh is (as they commonly ſay) bound 
to find them, but that in a far other and larger ſenſe 
than they mean, viz. Work for thoſe that WILL 
Labour, Puniſhment for thoſe rhat WILL NOT, 
and Bread for thoſe that cannot, And if the two firſt 
parts of that Law were duly obferved, the Poor would 
not only be reduced to a ſmall number, comparatively to 
what they now are, but there would be no ſuch Poor as 
idle and wandring Rogues and Vagabonds, as the Sta- 
tue of the 29th. of the ſame Queen ſhews there were be- 
fore that time: And the Puniſhment appointed for ſuch 
looſe Perſons being, that they be Whipt, and ſent to the 
place of their Birth, as an Admonition to the Inhabitants 
of that place, tobring up their Children better. 

Thoſe who. have obſerved the Method that the Ancient 
Lays dixef for Purſuing and Apprehending Felons and 
Other Capital Offenders, by Huc and Crics, have lookt 
on. it as almoſt impoſſible (were ſuch ways duly purſued) 


or 
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" for ſuch to eſcape, the reach of Juſtice. But they that 


have deliberately conſidered of the Laws of a later date, 
cſpecially the 4th. 39th. 43d. of the late Queen, and the 
4th. and 7th. of King James ; and of the Methods they 
dire for the early placing out the Children of the Poor, 
Apprentices ; and thoſe of riper Tears in Service; That 
none be entertained in Service without due Teſtimonials. 
whence they came ; nor then by the pound, piece, or 
Ir, in which Maſterleſs Method many ferve more Ma- 
ers in a Week than they ſpend ſober Nights, but for 
no leſs time than a Tear : That Perſons of all Ages and 
Sexes be duly employed, and of all Qualities, be neither 
Idle nor diſorderly : The Annual choice of Officers in: 
every Pariſh to ſee thoſe things, and others of the like 
Nature, duly obferved; and withall, the Penalties ow 
them that remain remiſs or negligent. To which may be 
added the late Laws of Exciſe, which as they are Advan- 
tageons in producing a vaſt Revenue to the Crown, |o. 
are more Advantageous to the Country in may a'con- 
s of decayed 

Tradeſmen, Gentlemen, &C. (to which every one contri- 
butes as little as he pleaſeth, no one being Obliged to keep 
or frequent Ale-boufes) may well admire that there is any 
longer a Felon in the Gaol, or an Idler in the Streets. 
And that there may not be ſuch, there can ſcarce be bet- 
ter ways contrived than the Laws dire, nor any in a: 
greater meaſure enabled to effe it than tbe Juſtices of the 
Peace are. To youthrough His Majeſties favour belougs 
the choice of nominating, placing, diſplacing, _— 


The Prefatory Dedication, 
and encouraging almoſt all ſubordinatg and inferior Offi- 
cers; and of Examining, Inſpefing, and Puniſhing their 
omiſſions and neglefs ; and now, if ever, its time to re- 
ftrain the increaſe of the Poor, by reſtraining the Idleneſs 
and Tnſolence of the meaner ſort. That the Method here- 
by propoſed is both prafticable and eaſie, is manifeſt, 
and the Legality of it is fully atteſted , by being Exa- 
mined and Approved of by a conſiderable number of emi- 
nent Juſtices of the Peace of this County ; being no new 
thing, but a more literal and diref obſervance of the 
Law than the common practice 1s. 
| And tho it cannot be certainly aſſerted what Annual 
| Advantage ſuch Method in a whole County may produce, 
yet as far as can well be computed, and as may upon good 
grounds be preſumed, the Yearly Profit to the Publick 
would far exceed what this Paper mentions. 

If the Children in the City of Norwich between the 
Ages of Six and Ten Tears, gain 120001. per Annum 
* Author of the Stars Deyn their Maintenance, as an * Au- 
ef England Dr.Cham- thor of good Credit affirms to have»ap- 

To peared upon a late Computation there 
made, how much greater Sum might be advanced in ſo 
many Populous Towns, and in ſo large a County as this is, 
by the Labors of ſuch and others of riper Years, who now 
ſpend moſt of their time idly, or worſe ? Beſides many 
other Advantages would thence ariſe. ſome whereof are 0b- 
| wious to the meaneſt Capacity : And when ever an At 

Z this Nature ſha!l be thought worth the vigorous pro- 

ecution, a ſujſiciency of fit ſubſervient Agents will never 
be wanting. 
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A plain and cafe Method, &:. 
Lthough I have no particular knowledge of 
A the ſeveral Pariſhes in this County ; yet as 'tis 
true, that the Charge to the Poor in many Pa- 
riſhes doth exceed I. in a proportionable rate; and 
that every Pariſh 1s, or may be equally burthened 
with I.*' So 'tis as true, that the gencral increaſe of 
ſuch Charge (which is near double what it was Thir- 
ty Years fince, and like to double again in a ſhorter 
time) 1s not occafioned by any Dearth or Scarcity 
of Neceſlarics , there being never a greater Plenty ; 
Nor for want of Employments, there being never 
more ; nor through the ſmallneſs of Wages, that be- 
ing never ſo great : But by 1dleneſs, protuſe Expen- 
ccs, the ill bringing up of Children, and the younger 
ſort. Now, how all thoſe inconveniences may with 
caſe, and withourt the help of any zew Law,or breach 
of an od, be ſo far rem.dicd, as to be of goo / per 
Annum clear Advantage to this County, I ſhall briefly 
demonſtrate. 

Firſt, That 40 /. per Annum in the Pariſh of I. 1s 
ſomewhat more than 1000 /. in the Subdiviſion ; and 
1000 /.per Annum in the Subdiviſion is ſomewhat more; 
than 9000 /. per Annum in the County. (The diſpro- 
Portion DErween ::3e South and the other two grand 
Diviſions 
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Diviſions being conſidered) conſe: that which 
may be doneelſewhere as well as in Wieck/ey, as what 
is hereby propoſed may, and 1s 40 /. - Anmun clear 
Advantage to the Pariſh of . may, and will be 9000 /. 
per Anmum and upwards Advantage to this County, 
This being granted, nothing more remains than to 
ſhew how an Overſeer of the Poor of W. hath, and ftill 
may benefit that Pariſh, not only 40 . per Annum, but 
a far greater Sum beyond what hath been done by 
any other. 

Each private Perſon being conſidered as a Member 
of the Publick, nothing is more plain than this ; That 
he that ſpends an hour idly or in Begging, Cheating, 
or Stealing, cither in that time gets nothing at all, or 
nothing to the Publick, ſome one or other receivin 
damage <qual to his gains: Whereas he that ſpends 
that ſhore rime in a Lawful Labour, and thereby 
earns a Penny, carns that ſmall ſum without any da- 
magetoany Perſon, (Sic parvis componere magna.) And 
therefore lay this as a Foundation, That whatſoever is 
Lawfully earned by the procurement of an Overſeer 
of the Poor by ſuch Perſons, and in ſuch time, who 
| would otherwiſe ſpend the ſame time in 1dlenefs, un- 
| profitable or i]l Employments, 1s cleer gain, no one 
| recaving any damage thereby. 
' This being granted, the bringmg common Beggers 
| to Work, as lo common Baylifts and Appararors, 
{| who perchance ſerve a Proceſs or two in a Month, 
{ andlive idly the reſt of the time; The _—_ o 
4 mal 
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{mall Tipling-houſes, and ſuch like looſe Perſons, they 
being with their whole Retinue brought conſtantly 
to Labor in an honeſt Employment, the product of 
their Labor 1s clear gain. 

It has been almoit a Proyerbial ſaying, That 'tis a 
great trouble to bring Beggers to Stocks, but to _ 
Beggers, Q&c. to Work, to leave a habit of Idleneſs, an 
the Advantages of Stealing being the perquiſites of 
their Trade; to bring them, and ſuch as are before 
mentioned, conſtantly to Labor, ſome will ſay, here's 
a Task indeed, hic labor, hoc opus eſt. But when the 
ſlenderneſs of their Power to reſiſt ſuch or the like 
calic Mcthod for rctorming them as 1s herein ſet 
down (which may receive the better encouragement 
tending to their own and the Publick good) and the 
plainneſs of thoſe Laws which require it, andthe caft- 
neſs of putting them in Execution are ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered ; 'twill ſoon appear that their not demeaning 
themſelyes as uſetul Members of the Common- 
wealth, rather ariſcth from the neglect of thoſe that 
ſhould regulate them, than from any Power inthem- 
ſelves to avoid being regulated by ſuch or the like 
Method as 1s herein mentioned, according to the Act 


_ of Parliament in that caſe made and provided, where- 


by the Church-wardens and Ovycrſecrs of the Poor are 
poſitively required by raiſing a convenient Stock or 
otherwiſe, to Employ and ſet on Work all ſuch Poor 
of their Pariſhes, married or unmarricd, as have no 
Eſtates to maintain them, and uſe no ordinary and 

B daily 
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daily Trade of Life to get their Living by. So that 
ſuch as have no Eſtates ſufficient to maintain them, 
and ſuchas have no Trade in whichthey are ordina- 
nly and daily Employed, are by the p/ain words of the 
Law to be employed and ſet on work, by the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor, who arc to meet 
Once in every Month art leaſt, to conſider of fit ways 
for ſetting and keeping ſuch Poor on Work, upon 


pain of forfeiting 20 s. apicce for each Month they 


neglect ſo to do. And ſuch Poor as ſhall refuſe to 
Work according to ſuch appointment, are by the 
ſame Law to be ſent to the Houſe of Correction. 

But the Law that ſays they ſhall ſer their Poor on 
Work-, cannot be underſtood: otherwiſe, than that 
ſuch Officers ſhall (crthem on Workin ſuch Employ- 
ments, in ſuch-manner, and by ſuch ways and means 
as may. beſt ſuit with the Capacities of Perſons em- 


ploying.and to be employed, and the occaſions and 


circumſtances of time and place ; ſuppoſing that the 


{ing trom the Law, but rather a ſubmiſſive compli- 
ance therewith. Burt before I mention ſuch Method 
as I preſume to propoſe, I ſhall in purſuance of what 
I before ſaid, viz. that 40 /. per Annum, or rather a far 
greater ſum hath, and ſtill may by ſuch Method be 
goreen 11. and proportionably be of Advantage to 
this County beyond: 9000 /. per Annum, if the Gene 
orlike means were uſed. For Inſtance, 


G. B. 


_—_ downa Method 1s no adding unto,or adigreſ- ' 
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G. B. a common Begger in adjacent and remot© 
Pariſhes, complaining of extraordinary ſwellings in 
one of his Legs (which with Plaiſters, Binders, ef. 
ſeemed near as great as his Waſte) pretending to 


' have a fick Wite and young Children (all falſe) 


made Begging his ordinary and daily Trade; and 
having for near Twenty Years ſo complained, was 
generally believed therein. But the Method here- 
1n to be propoſed for bringing idle and counterfeit Beg- 
gers, and other idle Perſons to work, brought him in 
a few days time to throw off his burthen of Clouts 
from his feigned gricfs, and to follow his work day 
by day ; ſo that by his Threſhal, Mattock, and the 
like, he now gains his Meat and Drink, and 5 d. per 
Day; and in Iikchhood hath forgotten which was the 
lame Leg. 5 d. per Day 1s 25. 6.4. per Week, inone 
Year, abating two Weeks for Holy-days , comes 
ro _ - —-6L—g s.—o d. 

His Diet being part of his Wages,cannot beleſs than 
«da day more,and in the like time comes to--6/.55.04. 

His Wite a luſty Woman, and formerly a com- 
mon Vagabond, can well by her labor earn her Diet, 
which may be valued at 18 d. a Week, and 6 &. a 
Weck Wages, and will fcorn to work at that rate; 
yet ſo, comes to per Annum ——5l—os—od. 

L.B. another common Begger, would ſomenmes 
be on his Range without once returning home ina 
quarterof a Year, and at laſt return as louſie, penny- 


ks, and ragged as he went out; now conſtantly 
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keeps his Church, having formerly no Cloaths to 
come there, earns his Meat and Drink, which cannot 
be valued lefs than 25.6d.in a Week, conſequently ina 


Year, abating as beforc, comes to 6 L---5 $.---0 d. 

He ns, receives 25. fer week Wages in the 
Summer, and 1 s. 6d. per week Wages in the Winter, 
and hath his conſtant work at one place, which Yearly 
comes to—- [---7 $.---6 d. 

Hts Witea luſty Woman, and ET a common 
Vagabond , can well earn her Diet, and 6, per 
weck, and I conceive would ſcarce accept of 1 2 d. per 
week and Diet, if offered; yetat 6 d. per week and 
Diet comes Yearly to, as betore——j5 /---o s.---0 dl. 

IF. P. a ſtrong Perſon, but of weak Capacity, ha- 
vinga luſty Woman, anda common Vagrant to his 
Wite, who could by her begging Trade gain his and 
her own Diet, and the Pariſh provided him Cloaths; 
yetin a ſhort time after, he had Neceſlaries in order, 
could well earn his Diet, and 2 s. per week Wages; 
his Diet per Annum valued at — 6 L---5 $,---0 d. 

And his Wages at 2s. fer week , comes to per 


Anmim : — 6 {--.0s--0.4 
His Wife can well carn as each of the other two 
per Annum, as before —5 þ--05--0d, 


' I have hinted at only but a ſmall part of this one 
ſort of Idlers that the Pariſh of I. could lately afford, 
there being many others, ſome that can get Wages 
beyond their Diet ; others that can carn their Diet, 
which ſingly in a years time 1s conſiderable; ſome 

continye 
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continue reformed, and al! would with a little care; 
and I cannot believe but that any that can walk ſome 

Miles to beg, can earn their Bread at home; but for- 

bear particularizing them, the labor of thoſe already 

mentioned, and who formerly ſpent their time idly, 

or unprofitably as to the Publick; amounting yearly 

to more than I before pretend to demonſtrate : Be- 

ſides theſe a greater number were reform'd , who 

were no Beggers, yet more diſorderly, and I know nor 
where there are two Pariſhes together, in one of 
which may nor be found of idle and looſe Perſons a: 
number anſwerable to 6 n I. or rather more. - 

And now having by an uſual and demonſtrative- 
way ſet down the experienced effects of. our Method, 
Lſhall next mention the cauſe or manner thereof; 

_ How to find and provide Employments for all 

orts. 

Secondly, How to compel:both Men and Women con-- 
ftantly to follow their Employments, who receive 
Relief of the Pariſh, and can-wander abroad; for 
fach can labor at home. 

Thitely, How to compel the Poor of each Sex, who 
receive no ſuch Relict, conſtantly to follow their 
Labor. 

Firft, For providing Work for men in Husbandry, 
this was our Method ; we gave them Lifts (taken our : 
of a Book, wherein all our Lifts of this fort were en- 
tred, ſubſcribed by the Officers, and allowed by two 


Fuſtices of the Peace) in this manner. 
You 
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You A. B. when not otherwiſe conſtantly Employ- 
ed, are to work for C. D. four days, E. F. three days, 
&xc. the Paycrs to the Poor ſucceſſively as herein 
named , to receive for your Work your Diet, and 
3d. per Day in the Summer, and 2 d. per Day in the 
Winter,and to givecach Perſon three days notice be- 
fore you apply to them for their work,and to give us 
an account of your due obſervance hereof at—-on S. 
ſeven-night next, between the hours of-----and to 
give the like account, at the ſame place on cyery S. 
{cven-night for three Months then next following, 


between the hours of--— 


Note, That ſuch as receive Relief from the Pariſh, 
were to give ſuch account as above, before they received 
their Pay. 

And for Employing Women, this was our Me- 
thod: We agreed with onePerſon, who uſually Em- 
ployed ſeveral Spinfters ; the ſubſtance of which 
Agreement was, That he was to employ in Spinning, 
Carding, &c. all fuch Women as by dirc&tion of the 
Overſeers ſhould apply to him for Work, to pay 
them ſuch Wages as they ſhould deſerye, and .accord- 
ingly Order - where to go for Work: And in 
caſcany of them ſhould detain or imbezzle any Wool 


| to them delivered, the Owner to prove the delivery 
| thereof before two Juſtices of the Peace, and there- 


upan the Overſcers-to pay him the value thereof ; 


| and they in recompence thereof, to receive ſuch fa- 
risfaQtion from the Imbezkr as the Juſtices ſhall order. 


By * 
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By this means both ſorts had ſufficient Employments 
provided for them: And ſuch as afterwards ſhould 
refuſe to Work , came directly within the reach of 
that Law, that ſuch ſhall be ſent to the' Bridewel. 

Note, The like may be done for Employing of Combers 
and Weavers, where ſuch are, | 

Secondly, How to compel ſuch as receive Relief of 
the Pariſh, to follow their Labor, &&c. 

They having fic Employments provided for them - 
in manner before mentioned as they ought, ſo they 
can. eaſily make out that they haye conſtantly and d1- 
ligently been Employed therein, or in ſome other Law- 
fil Embloyments (it they have been ſo' Employed) ei- 
their by procuring their Employers, or ſome of their 
Families to come at the Pay-Board, oriclſewhere, to 
certifie how they have been Employed, and what they 
have done fince laſt Pay-Day-: Or elſe they may bring 
a Certificate thereof in Writing from thoſe who Em- 
ploy them ; and until:they: give a good account of 
their diligence, and in ſuch-manner atteſt the ſame, 
to recclve no Relief. 

Thirdly, How to compel ſuch. Poor as receive no Re- 
lief from the Pariſh, to follow their Labor. P 

Both Menand Women: had Employments provi- 
ded for them in manner before mentioned : But their 
Neceſlities not bringing them to the Pay-board, uſed. 
theſe ſeveral ways. 

Firſt, Knowing that thoſe who received Relief, 
would account it no ſmall Puniſhment to be at once 
deprived + 


[10] 
deprived of their pleaſant old Trade of walking and 
begging, and be compelled daily ro Labor. And like- 
wiſe in manner aforeſaid to prove the ſame, would 
beapt ro envy their old Companions and other 1dlers. 
And therefore to make them the forwarder in com- 
plaining, promiſed them a Reward of 1 s. for each 
Perſon they ſhould diſcover and complain of for Beg- 
ging, and the like Reward for diſcovering and'com- 
plaining of any of the luſticr or ſtronger ſort of Poor 
that ſhould ſpend any working day 1dly, or in looſe 
diſorderly Employments (tho they did not beg) and 
the like Reward to any other complainer : By this 
means they had ſtore of Overſeers or Spies, and were 
afraid one-of another. 

And tho' this (like ſetting one Thief to catch ano- 
ther) may be a good way, yet leſt the Knaves ſhould 
agree, it 1sa ſure way for the Oycrſcers, or one of 
them, or rather ſome Perſon to be continually em- 
ployed for that purpoſe once in a week or fortnight, 
till there be a full Reformation, to call all ſuch'to an 
account, whom they ſhall any way ſuſpect to haye 
neglected their work, whether they have wrought 
_ according to the Order they lately received ; if nor, 

that they make out by good circumſtances how 
elſe they have been Employed, and what they have 
done ſince laſt examined: And in caſe they cannot, 
or will not give a good account (to wit) that they 
have done ſo much work in that time, as Perſons of 
their ſtrength and capacity might conyeniently = ; 
then 
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then their not giving ſuch account 1s a juſt indace- 
ment to ſuſpect they have been zdle or i! Employed : 
And therefore 'twill be both proper and eafie to have 
them before two Juſtices of thePeace : And in caſe they 
do then prove they have cenitantly followed their 
Lawful Employments,yct for their refuling to give an 
account at home, their Journey will be a juſt Puniſh- 
ment. Burt it they cannot then prove that they have 
conſtantly followed their Lawtul Employments, it 
will- be a juſt cauſe for the Jnſtices to fend them to. | 
the Bridewel/, as the aforeſaid * Stature ; — | 
in this caſc directs. TER 

And now having, as I concave, bricfly mention- 
ed a plain Method, I ſhall withal obſerve thoſe Ob- 
jections that have been by ſome, and may again be 
made by others. 

Firſt, That thoſe who are by Liſts to work round 
a Pariſh, live at ſo great diſtance from ſome places, 
that they cannot return home at Night, and are, for 
the moſt part unfit to be Lodged. 

This Exception may be thus falved: They may 
have a Bed, viz. a Sheet or Blanket provided for 
them by the Overſeers, the charge thereof deducted 
out of their own Wages, which they may carry with 
them as often as they change Houſes (as ſoon as they 
have been-at ſuch places in order accordmg to ther 
Liſts, whence they may return home at Night) which 
will not only be a Lodging fit for ſuch Perſons, who 
may well be ſuppoſed not to be of the better ſort of 

C Workmen, 
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Workmen, but cqual with the Scorchmen, the moſt 
gentcel ſortot Runabourts. | 

Yetthis is an Objection that will ſcldom or never 
need this or any other like remedy; for ſuch looſe 
Perſons once finding that they muſt conſtantly follow 
ſome Lawful Employment, either ozt of, or in Bride- 
well, will get themſelves into conſtant Work, or take 
Tasks,yea, and work at halt Pricc, rather than ſo wan- 
der from place to place,and as 'twere,beg Work,which 
the worſt Workmen ſcorn to do, cſpecially of ſuch 


who defire their room rather than their company. 


The next Objection 1s the 0b/tinacy of thoſe that 
ſhould Employ them according to their Liſts; ſome 
pretending they have no Employments other than 
for thoſe whom by compact they are to employ, and 
ſo will not employ ſuch as ſhall be ſent unto them by 
the Overſcers. 

This Objection ſeldom or never needs an anſwer ; 
for the reſolution that may be expected from thoſe 
that are ſo appointed to work, xot to work accord- 
ing toſuch appointment as hath been obſerved, will 
prevent the grounds of ſuch clamor : Yet if any ſhall 
apply to ſuch, who cither cannot, or will not Em- 
ploy them; for inſtance, ſhould one that hath 20 /. 


| per Annum, be appointed to Employ one of the Poor 


| 
l. 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


two days, and for his work to give him Diet, and 
2d. or 3d.per day. . It ſuch Maſter will pay the Wa- 
ges, which for two days may be 4. or 6d. that 
thould excuſc him for his turn,and the Workman go 

co 
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to the next on his Liſts, and the Money fo to be paid, 
not to be paid to the Workmen, for if it ſhould, they 
would get half a dozen Maſters in a day to put them 
off, bur paid to the Overſeers, and accounted for by 
them,as tor and with the rates to the Poor. And if any 
refuſe to pay ſuch ſmall ſum, which will not coſt the 
owner of 20 /. per Annum 1 s. in a Year, confiderin 
that few or none will go round according to ſuc 
Liſts, I conceive ſo much may be added to - rs rates 
to the Poor beyond their uſual proportion ; or charg- 
cd on them by a rate made for the purpoſe, to be en- 
tituled, A rate made by the Churchwardens and Over- || 
ſeers of the Poor, for ſetting on Work, and better Relief | 
of the Poor, &c. And to be charged as by other rates, || 
and thoſe to be excuſed from Payment that employ 
them according to the Lifts. | 

A Third Exception 1s, The trouble or difficulty in 
the overſight or managery hereof. 

But in one Year this Method will prevent abun- 
dance of trouble, for looſe, idle Perſons being always 
at Ic:ſure, do often clamor for Relick when they need 
none: And if their demands benot ſatisfied, they 
complain to the Juſtices, who never do, nor can do 
leſs than order the Officers to come before them, to 
anſwer, and ſhew cauſe, if any, for not providing for 
them according to their need , or elſe to relieye 
them according to their neceſſity without appearing, 
And ſuch Officers as live far: from the place where 
the Juſtices meet, will often give the c—_— 
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far more than they need, meerly to ſave themſelycs 
ſuch a Journey, cſpecially when they have the wit to 
complain in a buſic time. Whereas few or none 
will be willing to accept of Relict from the Pariſh 
upon ſuch terms, as once in a week or fortnight pub- 
lickly to give an accout of their demeanor unto him 
to whom they will ſoon give the Title of Bridewell- 
keeper. And many will maintain a decrepid Hus- 
band, Wite, or Child, rather than come under 
{uch weekly Examination, whoſe maintenance other- 
wife would not only lie on the Pariſh, but make all 
the reſt of ſuch a Family idle. 

For men in Husbandry, it will be a very ſmall trou- 
ble to procure them Employments ; 'tis only writing 
and dclivering them Lifts, where and at what rates 
to work: And the Wages ſhould be thelefs, for that 
the Maſters may be the willinger to Employ them, 
and that they may the rather get work themſelves. 

And for Employing Women m Spinning, Card- 
ing, &. that trouble will be leſs ro the Overlecrs than 
writingand delivering Notes, for Men in Husbandry ; 
for one Perſon that uſually Employs Spintters, may 
Employ them all withont 1 d. damage, there _ 
enough of ſuch in-ornear moſt Pariſhes in Devon, a 


| ſcarce a Pariſh wherein ſome. Weaver, Comber, or 


| 
'] 
f 
[ 
if 


| ploger of them; for 'tis certain he wil 
more Wages than they deſeryc: And he 1s ſure in 


other, doth not Employ a good part of the Spin- 
ſters therein:: And it can be no cy to the Em- 
pay them no 


caſe 
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caſe they ſpoil his Goods, to be ſatisfied for the ſame 
by the Officers, he proving the delivery thereof. And 
the Ofhcers need not fear being at any great charge 
in making ſuch ſatisfaction, for the Poor that receive 
the Wooll will make ſatisfaction themſelves, rather 
than be publickly Whupt, as the Law directs, 7 Fac.7. 

And as to the calling them to an account, that 
trouble ſcarce requires an hours time in a Fortnight ; 
for if they work according to the appointment of the 
Officers, thoſe that hon. 4s them will ſoon give an 
account thereof. It elſewhere, they muſt ſatisfie the 
Officers thereof, or ſuch as they ſhall appoint to Exa- 
minethem at ſome Time and Place, once ina Week 
or Fortnight, to be limited unto them : And in caſe 
of neglect or retuſal, ro be puniſhed as 1s before men- 
tioned in the Clauſe For ſetting ſuch Poor on Work as 
receive no Relief. And there 1s ſcarce a great Pariſh 
wherein there 1s not a Perſon or two, who for 40 or 
50 s. per Annum Will undertake the ſetting up, and 
continual managery thereof, which will be more than 
ſo many Pounds gain to the Pariſh : And in ſmall Pa- 
riſhes it will be little or no trouble, and in a ſhort 
time little or none 1n a great One. els o 

And alcho' it hath been objected, That fuch Env 
ployer muſt have at leaſt 100 /. Stock to Employ the 
Poor of ſome large Pariſhes, and that Attempts of 
this nature have terminated in the loſs of the Stock, 
through bad ſecuring, or ill managery ; yet remit- 


ting ſo much of the ſ{cyerity of the Law, as to _ 
all. 
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all poor Perſons to get Employments where they 
beſt can for their own advantage, ſo that the 1dler 
and looſer ſort give a weckly or other conſtant ac- 
count, how and where they are daily Employed, he 
that by appointment of a Town or Pariſh, ſhall be- 
ſtow 40 s. in a Stock for keeping the Poor on Work 
that ſhall apply to him by appointment of the Over- 
ſeers, ſhall with ſuch a Sum purchaſe a larger Stock 
than he ſhall in, that manner diſpence with 1n Seven 
Years. And tho' it may be true, that 100 /. may be 
little enough to be beſtowed in a Stock, were the 
Poor conſtrained to be employed thereon, and not 
allowed to work elſewhere ; yet a 100 part of ſuch a 
Stock, with ſuch other Methods as in purſuance of 
the Statute are hereby propoſed, will make them ger 
Employment themſelves, which will be as advan- 
tageous to the Publick, and more ſatisfactory to the 
Poor and all others ; and the charge of raiſing, ha- 
zard of entruſting, and care of managing a Stock, 
preyentcd. And it it ſhould be demanded, Why then 
ſhould there be any ſuch Stock at all ? I Anſwer, 
That in ſome Placcs where there are many Trades- 
men, there is a neceſlity that there ſhould be a Stock, 
or a Tradeſman who manageth a Stock, in readineſs 
to employ them, to anſwer the clamor of thoſe who 
would otherwiſe pretend, that they were ready to 
work if they could get it ; but when a Stock is in 
readineſs, or can ſoon be procured, then that Excuſe 
3s prevented. But withal, when they know that their 

| Wages 
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Wages will not be great, and their Diſcipline ſcanda- 
lous ; That if they are not diligent in their Em- 
ployments, or if the ſame do not appear at a publick 
Examination , that then they will be ſent to the 


Bridewell ; * And that if they (poll Or *De non apparen-- 


imbezzle the Goods fo dclivered , they hr —_ 
will be publickly Whipt in their own %p rao. 
* Town, few or none but will get con- * 7 Fac. 7- 
ſtant Employments from Maſters of their own pro- 
curing : for this new Method of Catechizing will 
ſoon get the Name of a New Bridewell, and to be fo 
Exanuned, will be lookt on to be ſuch a diſgraceful 
thing, that the beginning with two or three in a 
Town or Pariſh; will aftright the reſt into an orderly 
manner of living. 

And for ſuch Tradeſmen as for want of Skill, or 
too much Obſtinacy, are apt to ſpoil their Goods, and 


as for ſuch others for whom no Employments can 


conveniently be procured in their own Trade, ſuch 
may be employed in Husbandry, and have Lifts as 
before 1s mentioned, where, and at what Rates to 
work. This County aftords Employments enough 


for ſuch as have. the uſe of their Limbs, and their | 
Wages may be proportioned to their Deſerts, and- 
their Defects for want of uſe will ſoon be ſupplied by 
the contrary, and their Obſtinacy too will ſoon find- 


an effc&tual Remedy,cxcceding the Durchmens Pump- 
ing, if they are put to carn their Breaktatt betore they 


break ther Falt. 


Another 
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Another Scruple hath been made by Overſeers of 


the Poor, and ſome others, That whulit the Statute 
by which they are Conſtituted, only requires them 
to ſet their Poor on Work, whether ſuch as never re- 
ceived Relief tor themſelves or Families from the Pa- 
riſh, or are not otherwiſc apparently Poor, may be 
compelled conſtantly to follow ſome lawful Trade or 
Employment. And becauſe the ſatisfying of ſuch Of- 
ficers of their Power and Duty herein, 1s of vaſt con- 
ſequence, the Labor of ſuch People, when they 
come to be placed in Almshouſes being ſmall, com- 
paratively to what it might have been when they 
followed the Alchouſes, &c. I ſhall tranſcribe the 
Reſolution of the Oracle of the Engli/h Laws on ano- 
ther Statute, whoſe words are zheſe. 

By the Start. of the 7. of K. James, tho' they have 
Lawful means to live by ; yet 1t they be idle or diſ- 
orderly Perſons, the Juſtices of the Peace have Power 
to commit them to the Houle of Correction : A gc- 
neral and large Power given unto them, without cx- 
ception of any Perſon. And faith further, that their 
Mittimus may be more ſafe upon this Statute, Qzia 
otioſa' inordinata perſona ; tor that he is an idle and 
diſorderly Perſon, Or, that he 1s an idle Perſon, Or, 
that he is a diſorderly Perſon ; according to the 
words of this Act, than on the 39 E1zz, with this Mar- 
ginal Note here inſerted. [The words are in the Dejuntlive.) 

By this ſhort Diſcourſe I mean not to inſiſt on the 


largencſs of the Power given to Juſtices of the Peace 
by 


a * - Ws 
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by this latter Statute, in ſending ſuch tothe Bride- 
well for living 1dly as have Eftates to maintain them-*. 
{clves, the Statute in that particular 1s plain, and my 
Lord Cook's Expolition:chereon before quoted, au- 
thentick ; ſo thar nothing in relation thereunto ſeems 
wanting, except the oftner putting the ſame in Exe- 
cution. But I ſhall confine my (elf to ſuch as the 
Statute of 43 Eliz. cap. 2. extends to, which, as 
Judge Cook 1n the place before quoted ſays, reacheth 
not to Perſons that have Eſtates to maintain them- 
ſelves, as that of the 7. of K. Fames does; Yet I con- 
ceive, that from under the denomination of the word 
Poor, we are not to underſtand every Perſon to be ex- 
cluded, that may ſay he never had Relict from the 
Pariſh, and inſolently adds, that he ſcorns the having 
any ; bur all ſuch as by the plain Letter of the Law 
the Overſecrs arc to take, and cauſe to be duly Em- 
ployed ; viz. All ſuch, whether married or unmar- 


ried, as have no Eſtates to maintain themſelves, nor | 


ordinary and daily Trade of Life to get their Living |} 
by ; ſo that tho' they never had Relief from the Pa- 
riſh, yet ncither that, nor their infolent ſcorning, ex- 
cludes them from the reach of the Law : For it they | 
have no Eſtates ro maintainthemſelves, nor ordinary | 
and daily Trade, &*c. where by ordinary and daily 
Trade, cannot but be underſtood ſome ordinary and 
lawtul Trade or Employment, wherein they are daily 
Employcd ; if they are not, -”= the Overſcers are 

co 
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to take care thatthey be duly puniſhed : And if they 
aye'a mind to be idle ; but no Pretences nor Sug- 


| intent of this Law, without proving where their E- 
' ſtates are that are ſufficient to maintain them, or 
| what Trade or lawful Employment 'tis wherein they 
arc daily Employed. 

Andas to that Scruple, whither ſuch are bound to 
' givean account to the Overſeers, how they are daily 
' Employed, and how they ſpend their Time : 

| I Anſwer, 

' Firſt, If I ama a Servant, and by my Compact am 
\ bound to do ſuch Work as my Maſter ſhall Employ 
' me in, the giving an acccount of what I have done, 
| 1s as much my Duty as the doing the Work: And 
| ſuch a Seryant as ſhall obſtinately retuſe xo give the 
| Maſter an account of what in ſuch Concerns he hath 
i been Employed 1n, 1s as much a diſorderly Seryant, 
| as he that refuſeth to do his Work. Now if I have 
| no Eſtate to maintain me, nor ordinary and daily 
| Trade, I am then bound to work according to the 
| appointment of the Overſeers : And tho' it be not 
by my own Agrecment, as a Servant 1s bound to- 
wards his Maſter , yet I am thereunto obliged by 
| an Act of Parliament; and that 1s more binding than 
any Contract between Maſter and Servant can be 
and conſequently my giving an account to the O- 


ve:{cers 


retend they want no Work, it may ſhew that they- 


| geſtions areto be takennotice of to fruſtrate the good 
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-yerſecrs how I have been Employed, 1s as much an 
eſſential part of my Duty, as'tis the Duty of a Servant 
to give an account to his Maſter. 

Secondly, Laying aſide this Anſwer as infignifi- 
cant, which I take to be unanſwerable ; yet it can- 
not be denied, but ſuch are bound to work accord- 
ing to the appointment of the' Ovyerſcers. - Burt ſay 
ſome, What it they do not ſo, they are lawtully Em- 
ployed elſewhere? 1 Anſwer, That admitting that 
as a good Excuſe, (tho' the Law ſeemsnor toallow 
it) yet the bare -affirming that they. are chſewhere 
Employed, may not be beliey'd ill ir. appear tb be 
true, and it cannot appear to be true, till ic be-proyed 
before the Juſtices of the Peace” before whom -the 
Complaint is made againſt them :''Foraltho? in Cauſes 
wherein a Perſon 1s accuſed for committing a Crime; 
the Proof of ſuch an Accufation lies onthe”Accuſfer ; 
but when for Duties omitted, the -chief Proof lies 
on the Party accuſed; and the Overſeers who are 
the Complaiers, or on whoſe behalf ſuch: Accufari- 
on or Complaint is made, are only to prove that 
they provided Work for the Party:accufed, who for 
not working accordingly, nor proving: a juſt Cauſe 
for omitting thereof, 1s to be ſent to the Bridewell : 
And if objected, that ſuch conſtant Proof will be both 
a great trouble and charge to ſuch Perſons-; yet ſo 
long as they may preventthus trouble, by working as 
the Overſeers direct in purſuance of the Statute, Or 
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may work where they can belt get Employment for 
their own advantage , ſo that once in a Week or 
Fortnight they bring a Certificate from their Malters, 
mentioning where they are conſtantly Employcd, Or 
procure their Maſters, or ſome of their Families, to. 
come with them at ſome Time and Place to be limi- 
ted, to vouch for: their Demcanor, which may be 
done with-no charge or trouble worth the mention- 
ing; theyimay blame themſelves, it for want of ſuch 
Ceretficate;ror:tor'want of-giving ſuch account, they 
are put'to the:treuble of proying the ſame, or ſent to 
the Brideweikfor want of ſuch Proof. 

_ Another, and no ſmall Damage to the Publick, a- 
rifeth-:from fackias- are commonly accounted the 
bettet Jortaf-Workmen; when through the deadneſs 
of Trading and other Viciſſirudes, Renters of Farms 
and others, [cannot give lo large Wages as ſuch ex- 
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thoſe which they! call the beſt Times, and far more 
than:theStatute allows ; yet rather than comply with 
ſuch Changes, by abating ought of their former Stinr, 


they 


[23] 


they will abide at Home 1dly, and gct little or no+ 
thing : So that 1n ſome Places, were but a Computa- 
tion made of what ſuch Labourers might have carned 
in that time which they ſpent idly, 'rwould amount 
to far more than would have maintained all the impo- 
tent Poor of that Place : So that 'ris cafie to ſee how 
it comes to paſs, that ſuch as get the greateſt Was 
ges are commonly the pooreſt Men , and how the 
Families of ſuch often come to be burthenſom ; in 
the mean time 'tis ſo much certain loſs to the Pub- 
lick, as in ſuch time they night have gotten. Bur this 
ſullen Humor would ſoon be drain'd, if one or two 
of the principal of them had Liſts from the Over- 
ſeers to work round a Pariſh, and made to giyc a due 
account of their daily Employment ; and in caſc-of 
refuſal or negle&t, Proſecutcd as 1s before directed. 

Another Exception 1s the obſtinacy and neglect of 
Officers that ſhould Employ them, who will not take 
this or any other Method for ſetting their Poor on 
work, tho' the Law, and the Magiſtrates Order 
thereupon, poſitively require 1t. 

The contempt, obſtinacy, and neglect of Inferior 
Officers, are in this Age, as 'twere, Treaſon-proof a- 
gainſt all Authority, publick Intereſt, common Rea- 
{on and Civility, the Mare Lethi of all Laws. Such 
ſwallow Oaths without the leaſt ſtraining, and ſel- 
dom Preſent the moſt apparent Offences, without be- 
ing ſet on by ſome Perſonal Prejudice or _ of 
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their own : Hence Faction and Profaneneſs have 
their ſhelter. Yet tho' they look on their Oaths as 
things of Form, and inſignificant, their own Perſonal 
Intereſt is ſtill minded : So as that thoſe who will 
not Preſent an Offence for their Oaths ſake, nor for 
ſecuring the Publick Peace, nor for ſuppreſſing Pro- 
faneneſs, will do it to fave themfclyes a Shilling And 
now having obſerved where they arc leaſt Fortified, 
next follows how to make an Attempt there. 

If the Juſtices of the Peace, who are-emphartically, 
or more eminently the Overſeers of the Poor of the 
County, (all others being their Subſtitutes, and acting 
by their Nomination and Order) ſhall be fully con- 
vinced of the great Adyantages of reforming the 
looſe, idle, and leuder ſort, and more orderly bring- 
ng up the Children of ſuch : If they confider what 
the charges of maintaining them may otherwiſe in 
.a ſhort time come to, and what other 1ll conſequen- 
ces may be expected from their numbers and Level- 
ling Principles, of which they gave ſome hint by their 
Mutincers in the late Froſt, and full proof in the 
ſince Rebellion. As they would be willing, fo they 
would find it an eafre matter to cauſe a general Re- 
formation of fuch. And altho' I cannot propoſe as 
fat Expedicnts as themſelves may know, yet preſume 
to propoſe one, which doubtleſs will ſoon make the 
Officers diligent therein, and conſequently effect al 
the reſt. 

Informers 
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Informers being never wanting againſt any ſort of 
Offenders whom the Juſtices of Peace, or others of 
Worth and Quality deſire to puniſh , whenſoeyer 
any that is herein countenanced by them, ſhall ſee a 
Perſon begging or wandring, or otherwiſe 1dly be- 
having himſclf, let him procure fuch Perſon to be 
warn'd to appear before the two nextJuſtices, to an- 
ſwer for fach his looſe, 1dle, or diſorderly manner of 
living ; and alſo in like manner procure the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of the Poor of the Pariſh 
where ſuch idle Perſon dwells, to appear before the 
ſame Juſtices at the ſame time, to anſwer for not pro- 
viding Work for, and ſetting on Work ſuch poor Per- 
ſon, as the Law directs. And upon hearing the mar- 
ter, if it ſhall appear that ſuch Officers have fully. 
diſcharged their Duty, in providing Work and fic 
Employments for ſuch poor Perſon, then the Perſon 
ſo wandring, is by the poſitive words of the Law to 
be ſent to the Bridewel! tor his or her not duly follow- 
ing the ſame. Bur if ſuch Officers cannot prove that 
they have provided Work, G&c. for ſuch poor Perſon, 
then they are by the ſame Law of 43 E1:z. cap. 2. to 
pay 20 s. apiecc for cach Month os have ſo neg- 
lected; and the puniſhment of oe Officer, will make 
an hundred others diligent to do their Duty. 

And that -Informers may never be wanting, the 
ancient Method of Marſhals (which yer in ſome mea- 


ſure remains) may be renewed, their numbers increa- 
{>, 
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ſd, their Salary not Yearly, as now, but proportioned 
to their diligence and numbers of Vagrants they Ap- 
prchend, &c. | 

Having been alrcady tedioys, I ſhall only add, that 
this will be ſo far from over-ſtocking the County 
Bridewe!), that *twill ſoon eradicate the very Roots of 
Tdleneſs, in which ſo many are now brought up and 
prepared for that Place. 

And that every Overſeer of the Poor of the mean- 
c{t Capacity, may be tuily inſtructed in the Diſcharge 
of his Office in this Particular, which is of ſuch vaſt 
conſequence to the Publick, ldlencſs begetting Po- 
verty, that ſubtilly ſharks and tricks deſperate Reſo- 
Neceſites cogit Iutions, Breaking of Houſes, Robbing on 
I 4d rwpia., Flighways, with a Cloud of the like ill 
!/. Conſequences, which muſt of neceſſity be prevented, 
| whilſt all Perſons have their conſtant Employments 
in their own Towns and Pariſhcs ; I have therefore . 
hereunto added plain Precedents, as well for them as 
for the younger ſort -of Clerks to Juſtices of the 
Peace, for their better aſſiſtance herein. Such as ſhall 
be Employed in Husbandry, may have Notes deli- 
vered unto them to thus ctfect. 


Wo by an Act of Parliament made in the 
43. Year of the Reign of our late Sovereign 
Lady Queen Elizabeth, Entituled, 4 AF for the Re- 
lief of the Poor, all Overſeers of the Poor arc obliged 
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to provide Work for all fuch Poor of their Par 
riſhes, whither married or unmarried, as have no 
Eſtates to maintain themſelves, nor ordinary. and 
daily Trade of Life to get their Living by, upon 
in of forfeiting 20 s. for each Month they neg- 
et ſoto do ; and all ſuch Poor obliged to work 
according to ſuch Appointment, or in default 
thereof, to be ſent to the Houſe of Correction: In 
purſuance therefore of the ſaid Act, We whok 
Names are ſubſcribed; Churchwardens and Qyet+ 
ſcers of the Poor of I. do appoint you-6G.6, to 
work for the Perſons undernamed of qur ſaid Pa» 
riſh, ſucceſſively as herein named, in ſuch Employ- 
ments in Husbandry as they ſhall Employ you 1n, 
beginning on M. next: And from the midſt of 
March to the midſt, of September, you 256 to 
begin your Work by Five of. the Clock: 1n ;the 
Morning, and not. eq end until. between Seyeriand 
Eight ar Night ; And all the reſt ot: be Feaneo 
beg by Jw lig inthe; Momng;.and net! $þ cd 
Twilight in the Eyening. . And forfuchyoilr 
Labor you are to recciye 3 d. per Day in the Sum- 
mer, and 2 d. per Day in the Winter, (or, &«.) 
and oo Diet : And you are to give cach of them 
timely notice before you apply to them. as afore- 
ſaid. And on every Pay-day , and at the uſual 
Time and Place for paying the Poor, you are to 
giyc us a due Accotint of your duc obſervance 
E hereof, 
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hereof, or how. you are otherwiſe conſtantlyEm- 


loyed; or in default thereof, you muſt expect to 
be Proſecuted as the Law direts. '' 


Given under our Hands the 6---Day of M:. 
Anno Dom. 1686, Bt 


Days. 
A B——q Z C. 
Ci—o T 5;*Churchwardens. 
E. F. 2 pw _- : 
—_—— 5 Oyerſcers of the. - 
F. K——1 RES 
D. F. £0 = 1 


Reſerve a Copy of 'what is fo delivered; and 
write under the Copy to this effe&t : That on the 
-Day- of M. 1686, ſuch'a Note was delivered | 
unto-G. Eby L. Bi ro; M: 1688.7 "The like Note 
was delivered unto'L. F.by L. B.' 12. Mar. 1686. 
The like Note was delivered by L. B;unto F.C. 


CZK 
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To ſuch Perſons as Thall be Employed in the. En- 
ployments ' of Weaving, Combing, Spinning, 
- oats &«c. Liſts may be delivered to this 

ect. | 


Hereas by an A&t of Parliament made in 
the Three and fortieth Year of the Reign 
of our late Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth, En- 
tituled, An A for the Relief of the Poor, the Church- 
wardens and Overſeers of :the Poor of all Pariſhes, 
are obliged to provide Work tor all ſuch Poor of 
their Pariſhes, whether married or unmarried, 'as 
have no Eſtates to maintain themſelves, nor- or- 
dinary and. daily Trade of Life to get gheir-Lavin 
by, upon. pain of forfeiting 20 s. tor.cach Month. 
they neglect 1@ to do; and all ſuch Poor, obliged 
to work according to fuch Appointment, or in 
default thereof, to be ſent to the Houſe ,of Cor- 
rection : In purſuance of the ſaid Statute, We the 
Churchwardens and Ovyerſcers of the Poor of W. 
undernamed, do appoint you &. D. that you wor 
for L. B. of our ſaid Pariſh, in the Employment of 
(Inſert the Employment)-with whom we hive a- 
orecd to-Employ you, and who is to give you ſuch 
reaſonable Wages as you ſhall deſerve ; and you 
are to attend him for Employment as aforeſaid on: 
M. next: And on every Pay-day, and at the uſual 
| E 2 Tune 
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Time and Place for paying the Poor, you are to- 
give us an Account of the due obſervance hereof, 
or how = are otherwiſe conſtantly Employed ;; 
which if you refuſe or negle&t, you may expect 
to be Profecuted as the ſaid Statute directs. 
Given under our Hands this----Day of M. 
1686. 


- — FChurchwardens. 


B. L.2Overſeers of the 
E. F.) Poor. -- 


Keep a Copy of this ſort, and underwrite as is 
directed in the former Precedent. 


If any refuſe: or neglect to work according to 
ſuch Appointment, orito give a due 'Account as 
1s before directed,” then' complain to the:next Ju- 
ſtice of the Peace, and defire his Warrant,:-which 


may bcas follows.” .'- 3» 
Devonf. To the Conſtables of W. or either 
LET 10 Won -- 


plaint being made unto me by (or onthe 
nalf of) the'Churchwardens and Over- 


-_ MY : 7 We " 


ſeers of the Poor of your Pariſh, that the Perſons 
undernamed of your Pariſh, do refuſe to work 
according to their Appointment, and as the Sta- 


ruUcc 
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tute in that Caſe direts, having no Eſtates to 
maintain themſelves, nor ordinary . and daily 
Trade of Life to get their Living by : Theſe are 
therefore in His Majelties Name to require you 
to Summon and Warn the ſaid Perſons perſo- 
nally to appear before me, and other of His 
Majeſties Juſtices at----0n----to anſwer the Pre- 
miſſes; and to ſhew Cauſe, if any, why they ſhould 
not be ſent tro the Houſe of Correction, as the 
ſaid Statute directs, and- ſee that you make due 
Execution and Return hereof. Giyen under my- 


Hand- 


A Warrant of Commitment for ſuch as ſhall | 
make no juſt Defence, Gr. being charged for. 
refuſing to work according to the Ap- 
pointment of-the Overſeers. 


Devon fl. To the Conſtables of W. and unto every and ' 
either of them, and alſo to the Keeper of 
His Majeſties Houſe of Correfion within 
the Pariſh of $. Thomas the Apoſtle, near 

the City of Exon, Theſe. | 
We it . appeareth unto us, That the. 
Y Churchwardens and Overſcess of the Poaot 
of WW. aforeſaid, have of. late provided Work and : 
fit Employments for A. B. one of the Poox of thac-: 
Pariſh, who hath no Eſtate to maintain himſelt, 
nor-. 
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nor'ordinary and daily Trade ; And that the ſaid 
A. B. refufeth to work according to ſuch Appoint- 
ment, and as the Statute in that Caſe directs ; and 
he being, in purſuance of a Complaint thereupon 
made unto us, (or one of us) dnly Summoned to 
appear before us (in caſe the Party make his Perſonal 
appearance, then, in ſtead of mentioning theſe 
words (Bcing duly Summoned) ſay (Being duly 
Convened before us) this preſent Day, to make his 
Defence, if any, in the Premifles, ſhewed no juſt 
Cauſe for ſuch his Refuſals : Thele are therefore in 
His Majeſties Name to require you the Conſtables 
aforeſaid, immediately upon the ſight herereof, to 
take the Body of the ſaid A. B. and him forthwith 
to convey, or cauſe to be conveyed, unto His Ma- 
jeſties Houſe of Correction aforeſaid. And the 
Keeper of the ſaid Houſe of CorreEtion 1s hereby 
in His Majcſties Name required to receive into the 
ſaid Houſe of Correction the Body of the ſaid 
A. B. when to him brought, for the Cauſe aforc- 
ſaid, and him therein ſafely to detein and keep, 
untilhe ſhall be thence delivered by Warrant from 
us, or ſome other Juſtices of the Peace for this 
County ;; and in the mean time to keep him to 
hard Work and Labor, and to puniſh him by due 
and moderate Whipping : And hereof fail not. 
—_— _ our Hands and Scals the Day 
of, &c. 


We 


_s dS 


E whoſe Names are ſubſcribed, Juſtices of 
| the Peace of the County of Devon, having 
Peruſed and Examined the Mcthod hereby Propo- 
ſed, for Employing the Poor, and being well ſatis- 
ficd of the agrecableneſs thereof with the Laws and 
Statutes in that Caſe provided, and of the good 
Effects1t hath produced in ſuch Places wherein the 
ſame hath been put in Practice within this County, 
Do delire that it may be Printed for the Publick 
Benefit ; and do recommend it to the ſeyeral Pa- 
rochial Officers of this County. Given under our 
Hands at the General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace 
of the ſaid County, held at the Caſtle of Exon the. 
Fifth day of 0Fober, in the Second Year of His now 
Majeſties Reign, Annogue Dom. 1686. 


Wiliam Drake. Tho. Drewe. 
Fobn Worth. John Beare. 
Fobn Gifford. Hugh Stafford.. 
Fohn Northcot. W. Fi, - 


Fohn Huchenſon. Fohn Quicke. 
Samuel Sainthill. 


Cum totidem quot nos habeant animaſque manuſque; 
Dic Cur vitam alio nequeant traducere paRto 2 


FINIS. 


